
     

                                      October 4th & 5th 
         Location: Cheboygan Area Library       100 South Bailey Cheboygan
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     Keynote Speaker:  Megan Raphael, CPCC  

Megan is the founder and President of Courage Project, a leadership development and wellness coaching company. Megan has over 30 years’ experience in health, managing and consulting. She is the author of the award winning author of The Courage Code and is a public speaker and a workshop leader. 
                                                        Registration Information
Cost: $ 10.00 for one day/ $15.00 for both days

Payment due on day of conference

Friday, October 4th: 8:30-9:15 Registration

Saturday, October 5th: 8:30-9:00 Registration

Conference cost includes: Continental Breakfast and Lunch

Register at www.cop4kids.com
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                                                      Friday October 4th Sessions

                                                                   9:15-9:30 Welcome                 

9:30-10:30 Keynote Speaker: Megan Raphael: Learn about the secrets for finding more joy in life and work! Child care, provider and courage… words not usually side by side. However, courage in providing child care is an everyday occurrence, from running and marketing business, creating a positive relationship with parents, speaking up for what you need and starting again for another day! 

AM Breakout Sessions 10:45 – 12:00

Session #1 - Museum to Go– Presenter: Raven Hill: This hand’s on session will provide you with an opportunity to explore the many facets of science! 

Session #2- Preventing Burnout/Keeping the Fire Burning /Presenter: Megan Raphael: This lively presentation will look at the courage with a new lens so that the audience members will gain insights and inspiration. Participants will lean how courage is different from bravery, and gain tools for creating more joy in life and business.

Session #3- Developing Policies & Procedures /Presenter: Pastor James Brabson: After obtaining his B.A. from Northland International University, James Brabson has been in church ministry since 2002.  During the first 9 years of pastoral ministry he served in both Minnesota and Northern Michigan as an assistant pastor working with parents, children, and teens.  In 2011, he became the Senior Pastor for North Country Baptist.  He and his wife Bonnie have been married for 11 years and have 4 boys:  Josiah, Ben, Jonas, and Clayton.  This workshop is designed to help both pastors and lay people who work with children to consider implementing strategic policies and procedures in their churches.  By having an understanding of policies and procedures, the goal is to eliminate opportunities in a church environment for abuse and other inappropriate behavior from taking place.
Session #4 – Project Learning Tree and Growing up WILD! – Presenter: Ada Takacs: Ada is the Michigan Project Learning Tree Coordinator.  She began working with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in 1987 and the Forest Resources Division in 2000.  She manages multiple state-wide programs for the Michigan DNR and has 20+ years of experience in teaching forestry education programs. Growing Up WILD is an early childhood education program that builds on children’s sense of wonder about nature and invites them to explore wildlife and the world around them. Project Learning Tree: This program will allow you to explore over 130 experiences that engage children in outdoor play and exploration!.  Accompanying the book is a music CD which features songs from children's musician Billy B. Brennan that encourages children to sing, dance, and move. 

                                                 

                                                     Lunch 12:00-12:45

                                  Sandwich’s, salad, chips & Dessert                                                                                                                                      

                                                             PM Breakout Sessions 12:45-2:00

Session #5- Sensory Processing /Presenter: Dawn Laway, Dawn is a mother of 2 and has a Bachelor of Science with a major in Early Childhood, Area Manager for NEMCSA Head Start, worked for Head Start for 17 years. Learn what Sensory Processing Disorder is and what we can do to support children with SPD.

Session #6-Kindergarten Readiness/Child Development- TBD: What is kindergarten readiness? What can parents/ caregivers do to help prepare children for their first year at “The Big School,” in addition, learn helpful hints that will make the transition easier for everyone!

Session #7- Setting the Stage/Taking Dramatic Play to the next level / Presenter: Farah Piehl Owner and lead teacher of Cradle to Crayon Home Based Center and Director of Childcare at Otsego Club & Resort : Learn the benefits of dramatic play and the many ways to enhance the dramatic center in your early childhood program. You will leave with 65 prop box ideas!

Session #8 – Project Learning Tree & Growing up Wild! /Presenter: Ada Takacs: Ada Takacs is the Michigan Project Learning Tree Coordinator.  She began working with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in 1987 and the Forest Resources Division in 2000.  She holds a Bachelor of Business Administration with majors in International Business Management and Computer Science from Northwood University.  She manages multiple state-wide programs for the Michigan DNR and has 20+ years of experience in teaching forestry education programs.  Growing Up WILD is an early childhood education program that builds on children’s sense of wonder about nature and invites them to explore wildlife and the world around them. Project Learning Tree:  This early childhood program will allow you to explore over 130 experiences that engage children in outdoor play and exploration and is specifically designed for educators who work with children ages three to six. Topics include exploring nature with five senses, meeting neighborhood trees, and experiencing trees through the seasons.  Accompanying the book is a music CD which features songs from children's musician Billy B. Brennan that encourages children to sing, dance, and move.         
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Saturday, October 5th
                                                                   9:00-9:15 Welcome

AM Breakout Sessions 9:15 -10:45

Session #1   Setting the Stage /Taking Dramatic Play to the next level /Presenter:  Farah Piehl, Owner and lead teacher of Cradle to Crayon Home Based Center and Director of Childcare at Otsego Club & Resort: Learn the benefits of dramatic play and the many ways to enhance the dramatic center in your early childhood program. You will leave with 65 prop box ideas! 
Session #2   Playful Literacy and You!/Presenter: Sam Cornelius, Sam is an early childhood consultant for COP ESD, he also coordinate Great Parents, Tapestry, Early on and is Co-Coordinator for Great Start. Playful Literacy and You will emphasize the importance of play as the foundation for young children’s oral language development, leading to written language skills.   

We will explore Types of Play; Supporting Play to Encourage Children’s Language and Literacy Development; and Increasing Children’s Oral Language, Phonological Awareness and Print Awareness.  

Session #3   Science and Early Education/Presenter: Robin Benson, Robin is an Administrator at Bingham Arts Academy and comes to us with several years of experience in Education. In this session you will experience science in a fun and exciting way and learn how to engage your children and encourage them to love science!

Session # 4  Project Learning Tree / Presenter: Ada Takacs is the Michigan Project Learning Tree Coordinator.  She began working with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in 1987 and the Forest Resources Division in 2000.  She manages multiple state-wide programs for the Michigan DNR and has 20+ years of experience in teaching forestry education programs.  Growing Up WILD is an early childhood education program that builds on children’s sense of wonder about nature and invites them to explore wildlife and the world around them. Project Learning Tree:  This early childhood program will allow you to explore over 130 experiences that engage children in outdoor play and exploration and is specifically designed for educators who work with children ages three to six.                     


                                                                                

                                                                          Lunch 11:00-11:30

          


                Sandwich’s, salad, chips & Dessert                                                                                                                                          


    PM Breakout Sessions 11:45-1:00

Session #5 Kindergarten Readiness/Child Development- Tina Robbins, Shannon Furst, Barb Hoffmeyer: What is kindergarten readiness? What can parents/ caregivers do to help prepare children for their first year at “The Big School,” in addition, learn helpful hints that will make the transition easier for everyone!

Session # 6   Working with Children with Special Needs/Establishing a Positive Relationship with Parents – Staff from Cheboygan, Otsego & Presque Isle Educational School District: Learn how to develop a positive/accommodating learning environment for children with special needs. In addition, we will discuss how to establish positive working relationships with parents of the children in your care.

Session # 7 Emerging Technology in the Child Care Setting/ Presenter Kurt Hines: Kurt is a Quality Improvement Consultant working with the Northeast Great Start Regional Resource Center.  Kurt has been working with children and helping to educate adults for most of his adult life.  He has taught in settings from a one room school to a college classroom.  He has three children at home with the first beginning to contemplate leaving the nest. This workshop will examine how we can take advantage of technology to enrich the children educational experiences.

Session # 8  11:45 -1:45 Project Learning Tree – Ada Takacs – Continuation from AM session 

****Certificates will be given upon completion of workshops attended and after Keynote presentation****

Sponsored by: Cheboygan, Otsego & Presque Isle Great Start Collaborative & Parent Coalition, PNC Bank, Northeast Great Start to Quality Regional Resource Center, NEMCSA Head Start, Cheboygan, and Otsego & Presque Isle Educational School District.

                  All Sessions will be held in the lower level of the Cheboygan Area Library  

     Great Start Early Childhood      Conference               











